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HISTORY OF THE VII FIGHTER COMMAND

PZARL HARBOR DAY TO CESSATION

OF ECSTILITIES

The VII Fighter Comnand came into exiastence in 1940 as the 14th Pursuit Wing of the Hawaiian
Air Force, constituted late inm October and sctivated at EheelerﬁField, Territory of Hawail,
1 November 1940, with a strength of one officer and 25 enlisted men. Its first Commanding
General, then Brigadier Qenéral Howard C. Davidson, was also in command of Wheeler Field., Late
in October, 1941, the command included in its tacticel units two pursuit groups, the 15th, with
the 45th, A6th and 47th Squadrons; the 18th, with the 6th, 19th, 44th, 72nd and 78th Squadrons;
and the 73rd Pursuit Squadron directly under the 14th Pursuit Wing.

On December 7, 1941, the direct predecessor of the VII Fighter Command, like other Army and
Navy units on Oahu, suffered seriously in the Japanese attack, But it also inflicted the first
danage and casualtles on the enemy in horld War II, shooting down 12 of the total of 29 Jép
planes destroyed on that day. An immediate consequence of 7 December was the coordination of
ell defense unitss the Aircraft Wierning Regiment, Hawaili, the~53rd Coast Artillery Brigade (A4),
and 211 shore~besed Navy and Marine fighter aircraft were placed under the control of the
commanding general of the wing, redesignated the 7th Interceptor Command 10 days after Pearl
Harbor. The mission of the commend became the defense of the Hawailan group and, scarceiy less
important, treining fighter pilots in the éifficult skills of interception and navigation in
the enormous Pacific Ocean areas, to be sent "down under” to the Fifth and Thirteenth Air
Forces at the rate of 25 trained pilots a month, The command was herd pressed to supply re-
placements for the South and Southwest Pacific areas in 1942 and 1943, The constant drain
upon its best pilots tended to weaken its strength, but commitments were met.

In May 1942 the 7th Interceptor Command was redesigneted the VII Flghter Command, and 1in
June began the first period of its operations in forward areas. By October 1942, General
Davidson had tsken over a new post in India, commend of the Tenth Air Force, and Brigadier
General Robert W, Douglass Jr. assumed command of the Fighter Command. The objectives of .
the Fighter Command in this period were to aid in the holding of Midway, and to defend Canton
and Christmas Islands from possible Japanese attack and seizgre. It was imperative to hold
the Hawaiian Island's oﬁtpost and to guard the communications to Australia. The 73rd -
Fighter Squadi'on moved its P-40s to Midway Islands by carrier in June 1942, and in Januaryk
1943 flew them back to Kaneohe Naval Air Station on Oghu, completing the longest overwater
mass flight of single-engine army fighter blanes inavistion history. The months from June

L
1942 through Nevember 1943, for maay of the units of the Command, constituted e phase pf
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V ined defense and intense preparation for combat, on Hawaii and Ksuai, and at Canton, Christmas,
and Midway,

As a consequence of the offensive operation, 13 November 1943 through 6 December 1943, in
which Tarawa, Apemamas, and Makin were af.omod, occupled, and developed, bases became available
for strikes in support of moves against Xwajeelin, Majuro, and Eniwetok, The mission of VII
Fighter Command units participating in the assault of the Marshalls was to deny Mille and Jeluit
as air bases to the enemy and to maintain neutral@zﬁtion of these bases theresfter, The firat
missions were flown on December 18, 1943, and the last on March 10, 1944, and included recon-
naissance, rescue, interception, leaflet, strafing, and dive-bombing strikes, The most important
mission flown during thia period resulted in the destruction df 10 Japanese fighter planes, and
three probably destroyed, on 26 January 1944, when the enemy aircraft were caught in an ambush
attack as they were pursuing a B-25 formation withdrawing from the target. '

By March 1944, the units of the VII Fighter Command were pulled back to Oahu for regrouping,
reinforcement, training with pew planes, and general reorganization in anticipation of the
Karianas operation; General Douglas in May 1944 assumed control of the Seventh Alr Force and
his deputy commander, Brigadier General (then Colonel) Ernest Moore, became commander of the
VII Fighter Command, and directed it during the period of the Marianas operations, This expan-

n of the VII Fighter Command, then, led up to the Marianas operstion, in which the objectives
were to occupy and defend Saipan, Tinlan, and Guam, The mission of the Fighter Command units
involved was direct support of ground troops, and neutralization of eirdromes to prevent enemy |
air action or landings, with the further mission bf interception and defense against air attack,
The 318th Group Headquarters and the 19th and 73d Fighter Scuadrons moved into Isely Field on
Salpan on June 22, D-day plus six, flying their first mission the same dsy, Other units of the
VII Fighter Command that took part in fhia operation were the 333d Fighter Squadron and the
599th Signal Aircraft Werning Compsny., Operating with the 318th Fighter Group was the 6th
Night Fighter thadron, and Fighter Command thus achieved the distinction of having the first
fighters and night-fighters in the Marianas.

From the newly won bases in the Marianas, Fighter Command units recorded two more important
events in the history of fighter sircraft in the Pacific theatre, On October 21, 1944, VII
Bomber Command Liberators for the first time in the history of thelr operations attacked an
enemy térget with benefit of fighter escort. Twenty P-47s took off on the first landbased
fighter escort - 1500 miles against I;o Jima from Saipan - carrying approximately 735 gallons
of fuel, using 2 165-gallon wing tanks, and 305-gallon fuselage tank. Each plane carried 1600
to 1800 rounds of ammunition. Five of the fighters jointly claimed one twin-engined Jap plane,

Irving, The fighters saw 3 or /4 single-engine {gpanese planes but there was no contact as

the enemy did not follow the bombers out,
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Thus, on 21 October 1944, the P-47 aircraft of the 318th Fighter Grouﬁ had flown the first long
range escort for B-24s of the VII Bomber Command in the Central Pacific, but it had b;en escort
in the sense of rendezvous with the bombers just short of the target et Minami Iwo Jima, as

the bombers were returning. On 22 November wes the first long range escort mission over the
target, with a mission to Truk, 1400 miles to and from Ssipen, escorting 26 B-24s, Twenty-
five P-38s took the bombers into the target and destroyed four Zekes, With the accomplishment
of these two loﬁg range eécort missions from the Marianas,.VII Fighter Command had initiated

a fighter technique that was to come to a climax in the following year when Fighter Command's
P-51s from Iwo Jima returnéd again and agaiﬁ to harass the heart of the Japanese empire on
both long range escort and fighter strike missions. In September of 1944 the 15th Fighter
Group and the 598th Signal Aireraft Warning Battslion were.prepared for an anticipated opera-
tion against Yep, and were assigned to Army Carrison Force APO 248. However, because the :
operation against Yap was scrubbed, the 15th Fighter Group stayed on Oahu, and was assigned

to Army Garrison Force APO 86 for the later operation against Iwo Jima. However, the 598th

Signal AW Battalion already on the high seas moved out, and took part in the invasion of the

Philippines.

From October i944 through Jamuary 1945 the Commanding General VII Fighter Coxmand and his
staff faced the problems of planning and preparing to move an.entire fighter command to Iwo
Jima, 4509 miles from Oahu, while the Navy and Marines still had the island under siege, and
to be prepared, at the earliest possible date, to escort B-29s {rom the Marianas in miisions
against the in&ustrial cities of ﬁonahu.

Besides the‘numerous prodblems that confront a command moving intact to a forward area,

VII Fighter Command had several new problems ﬁeculiar to VIR fighter operations. Tﬁe initial
difficulty was the lack of precedent for very long range fighter operations where the radius of
action was well over 700 miles and all flying wes over water, Planning had to be based lergely
on assumptions that later in actual operations proved sound. A second factor was the unfamili-
arity of Fighter Command personnel with an aircraft new to the commané, the P-51D-20, Other
problens as complex in nature were the need for a suitable method of navigating fiéhtera to end
from the target, and a comprehonsive and well organized system of air-sea rescue extending to
the Japanese coast, ‘

Iwo Jims wa; officially declared secured March 16,'Harine Corps artillery firing ceased,
and enemy organized resistance epparently bad been broken, However, at the critical juncture
between Marine withdrawal and infantry arrival, a portion of the enemy remaining in pockets
of the north and northwest area of the island ettacked the bivouac areas of the 21st Fighter
Group, the 549th Night Fighter Squadron, the 465th Avietion Squadron, and the 726th Signal

Adlrcraft Warning Company. Stated in the Japanese .Field Order their mission was to Mattack
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the enemy on the Western Beach parallel to Chidori Airfield" and "to fight courageously to the

end,'sacrificing your lives for your country." VII Fighter Command units bore the brunt of the
.sck and their casualties numbered 14 killed and 50 wounded in the 21lst Fighter Croup, 2

killed and 2 wounded in the 726th Sipgnal AW Company, 22 killed and 17 wounded in the ZéSth

Aviation Squadron, and 6 killed and 19 wounded in the 549th Night Fighter Squadron -~ 44 officers
. and enlisted men killed in action, and 88 wounded, a total of 132 casualties,

On 7 April 1945, twenty-four days after Iwo Jima was declared secure, the first escort
mission was flown when the 73rd Wing of the XXI Bomber Command attacked thé NakeJima Alrcraft
Engine Plant in Tokyo. About 80 P-51s of the 21st and 15th Figgter Groups staged from Iwo Jima
and met the bombers over the coast of Japah after the longest over-water escort flight then on
record. On this mission P-51s attacked enemy fighters only when they threatened the bombers,
but still scored 21 enemy fighters confirmed, & probable and 10 dameged., .Nine days later, 16
April 1945, 79 P-51s of VII Pighter Command were over the target to conduct the first land-
based fighter strike against the empire. The fighters attacked airborne and grounded sircreft,
and airfield installations in the Kenoya area., There were no enemy aircraft_sighted until
after retirement when severaf were seenAat a distsnce too far to follow or attack. On 19 April
1945 104 P-513bof the VII Fighter Command were asirborne on a fighter sweep against Atsugi air-
field on Honshu, This mission was the most eifective mission in terms of enemy destroyed of
all the missions flown by the commsnd, The P-518 destroyed 27 enemy fighters and damaged three

‘the air, destroyed 14 and damaged 43 on the ground for the gresud total of 87 ene_n(y planes
destroyed or damaged, » '

Fighter escort of XXI Bomber Command's B-29 strikes against the empire~reduced bomber
losses, and the number of enemy fighters rising to intercept the B-29s markedly declined. Thus
the mission of VII Fighter Command tended toward fighter strikes and of the total of 51 VLR
missions flown 39 were fighter strikes. Opposition of enemy fighters to the P-51s was not
generally aggressive, ﬁowavef, fighter strikes ellowed the command's fighters to search out

. Japanese alrcraft and destroy them, proving far moré destructive to the enemy's air arm,

From 7 April 1945 through 14 August 1945; date of the‘laat VLR mission, VII Fighter Com-
mand conducted 51 VIR missions of which 41 were effective and 10 were non-effective missions,
The command had 4172 effective sorties over the eumpire, destroyed or damaged 1062 Japanese alr-

craft, ;nd lost only 11/ P-51s due to combat action.







‘ . . COvBAT OPERATIONS

The Iwo Operation

This book, other than the brief history of the preceding secticn, is devoted to
the accomplishments of the Fishter Cozmand on Iwvo Jima, All statistics concerning VLK
missions commence on 7 Arril 1945, the day of the first mission, ard are cut off on
14 August 1945, when the last combat mission of the war was flown azairst Japa'n. Data
which involves Bonins missions, Combat Air Patrol, and other miscellzneous items begins

on 7 ¥arch 1945 and® is cut off on 20 August 1945,

COLZENCELENT OF OPERATIONS EY TACTICAL UNITS

15th Fizhter Group (P-51) 7 March 1945

st Fighter Group (P-51) 2l, March 1945

506th Fighter Group (P-51) " 16 May 1945

L14th Tighter Group (P-4'7N) 29 July 1945

5L8th Night Ftr Sq (P-61) 7 Yarch 1945-ended & May A5

5LSth Kight Ftr Sq (P-61) 22 March 1945

- . Comparative statistics should be interpreted in accordance with the date of arrival
of tactical units. For example, the difference in sorties flown for any group is propor-
tioned by the number of days the gmup was pfesent on Iwo within that month. ‘Comparative
ratios, of course, are nevertheless obt;ainable.irrespective of tizme spent on Iwo by a

tactical organization within any menth or period,




VLR NAVIGATION

Overwater navigation in single engine VLR fighter aireraft became a very serious
problem when the VII Fighter Command was assigned the task of flying the 750 statute miles
of the Pacific between Iwo Jima and its targets in south central Honshu,

The use of precision navigation instruments in a aing{9 seater being impractical,
the Fighter Command was dependant on B-29 escort aircraft equipped with radio homing devices
to get them to the Japanese Empire and after the fighters fulfilled their mission to return

them to Iwo Jima, The fighters took off from base in groups of approximately fifty air-

planes to rendezvous with the two B-29 escort planes at Kita Jima, an island forty miles

north of Iwo, The B-29’s, each having two rated navigators constantly on the aleft, lead -
the fighters to a Departure Point slong the Japanese coast from which point the smaller air-
craft procee@ed to either strafe and fire rockets into airfields and installations or to
provide umbrélla cover for B-29 Bombers attacking targets with demolition or fire bombs.
Navigation over the Japanese Empire involved simple dead reckoning -and visual which gave

the pilots little trouble in finding their targets., Coming off the target to rally with
the B-2§ escort aircraft a plane to plane homing device, which originated in the VIX
Fighter Command, was used to assemble the fighters again for the trip home. On many

missions haze and bad weather over the target caused the flights to become separated and &

" point. about ten miles off the coast proved the most satisfactory reassembling area. Along

the route returning to Iwo Jima the coordinated Navy - Army Air Sea Rescue service would
establish five or six stations which were composed of a surface vessel, either submarine
or destroyef, and an alrborne Dumbo circling overhead. If any fighter pilots discovered
damage to their airplanes end fo;nd they would be unable to make it home, vectors were
provided to the closest rescue station and 100 percent pick-ups resulted in cases of this
sort, Heedwinds were occasionally encountered on the retura trip and upon such occasions
fuel consumption had to be watched carefully. In most cases, hoﬁevér, the wind would be
from the Horthwest and this would shorten the return for the ti;ed pilots.

Weather in a number of cases complicated the navigation assignment and careful
weather briefing was necessary. It was customary to have a B-29 fly approximately one
hundred miles ahead of the main force goiug to the target in order that word could be
passed back on VHF giving the large force warning and sufficient time to climb over any
weather encountered or if necessary fly around it or under it., This factor and the use of
a B-24 weather airplane flying the route six to ten hours prior to scheduled take off

helped immeasurably in solving the bad weather problem,
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VIl FIGHTER COMMAND
COMBAT BOX SCORE
ENEMY LOSSES

DESTROYED 225

| g PROBABLES 56
DAMAGED - | 19
/06 9 DESTROYED 219

L=

| TOTAL
ENEMY LOSSES

DAMAGED 450

15 FTRGP|2] FTRGPIS06 FTRGA4I4FTRGPI548 NF SQI549NFSQ|

DESTROYED | 105 78 3s f 2 |

A ' ‘
’|? PROBABLES 32 12 " o | 1 o
DAMAGED 54 20 25 ) 0 )

' DESTROYED 90 | 95 | 34 0 o | o

DAMAGED 100 | 249 10l 0 0 0

G
R
0
U
N
®]
' TOTAL 38l 474 | 209 [ 3 I




— VIl FIGHTER COMMAND —
— VLR OPERATIONAL SUMMARY —
— 7 MARCH —14 AUGUST 1945—

cOST - RESULTS
DESTROYED A/C 157 A/C (AIR) '
DAMAGED A/C : 190 - DESTROYED 221
TOTAL ' 347 PROBABLES 55
PILOT LOSSES ~ ' 91 DAMAGED 119
50 CAL. EXPENDED 2,277,090 ~A/C (GROUND)Y | :
GALS. OF GASOLINE 2,291,565 DESTROYED 219
- ROCKETS EXPENDED 1,873 DAMAGED 448
TOTAL 1062

WING TANK EXPENDED = 9,907

NOTE: v

14

1.P-61ACTIVITIES NOT INCLUDED.

2.AAF PILOT LOSSES INCLUDE ALL CASUALTIES INCIDENTAL

TO VLR MISSIONS.

SUNDRY DESTRUCTION

AND DAMAGE

. SURFACE VESSELS

LOCOMOTIVES

RAILROAD CARS

BUILDINGS ¢ HANGERS

RADIO £ RADAR
STATIONS

OIL TANKS

" TRUCKS

254
134 -
355

- 246

16
10

13 -




«~

TABULATION OF
VLR MISSION ACTIVITY

%
S /& e < /2 & /9 & G/ G/
SIS T8/ 8 [RG5S
" lusen | 298 | ase | use | 7 | 2585 | 65.1 | 5.7 532 | 119152| o
APR| 21st | 264 | W7 | 411 7 | Aa64 | 58.7 | 5.3 AT% | 92764 ©
| |motex | s62 | 305" | es7 | 7 | ame [123.8 | 5.5 | 6.6 | 3.4 | 1008 | 21226] o
C fasth | 123 | 185 | 30e 5 | 1515 | 61.6 |49 | 7.3 | 3.4 | 41% | swo9| 2
2st 186 | 18 37 6 | 1958 | 61.7 | 5.3 7.3 | 3.3 50% | 153766 ©
o | w3 | 10| & | 1| me | @0 |75 | s | v | 95| sesz 0
| ‘ total | 362 | 379 | wa | 7 | 393 |105.9 |53 | 7.4 | 3.3 | 1008 §699 2
o Tustn |23 |35 | s28 | 9 [ 292 [ ser |5 | 74 | 3.5 | 362 | esres| 95
[ ARst 22 | 122 334 6 | 1909 | 55.7 | 5.7 6.9 | 3.6 2% | Lo6TL| 0
I 506th | 207 | 312 519 9 | 2665 | 57.7 | 5.1 7.5 1 3.6 38% | T0L46| 18
| |motar | 632 | mo [ ma | m | 726 1255 {53 | 7.3 | 3.6 | 1002 | 2menz| s
é 15th 472 | 281 713 | 13 | 4296 | 54.8 | 6.0 7.3 | 3.5 32% { 350021 | 487
aist | 591 | 228 | 9 | 13 | aos | 55.3 [6.4 | 7.2 | 3.0 | 322 | 330295 51
T sostn | 6w | 183 | 797 | 13 | 5360 | 613 |67 | 705 | a1 | 368 | 39575]
| Totar | 2677 | 552 | 2229 | 17 [w2es 1311 |6 | 7.3 | 3.6 | 1008 ro7rom s |
a8 15th 287 29 316 6 2161 52.7.| 6.8 ] 7.L 1.5 30% | 123683 262__
J2st | 21| s | 282 | 6 | 1ee | w70 (65 | 7.6 | 1.6 | 27 | 12320 218
A |506th | 327 | 26 | 353 | 6 | 2505 | se.8 |71 | 7.5 | 1.9 | 33% | 13muse| &
suen | 9 | 13 | 107 | 3| ess | 35.7{8.0 | &5 | 3.9 | 108 [ 3603|107
| fmotar | 939 | m9 1058 | 9 | mss | 96.2 [ 7.0 | 7.6 | 1.9 | 200% | asorsz| 95

15
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TABULATION OF
CUMULATIVE VLR MISSION ACTIVITY

ACTIVITY DATA

15th 21st 506th Al4th TOTAL

Effective Sorties 1,393 1,484 1,201 9% 4,172
Non-Effective Sorties 928 632 531 13 2,104
Total Sorties Flown 2,321 2,116 1,‘732 107 6,276
Total Missions Flown 40 - 38 29 3 51
Total Hours Flown 13,249 | 12,477 | 10,988 8s4 | 37,568
Av, Sorties Per Mission 58,0 55.7 '59.7 35.7 123,1
Av, Hrs, Per Sortie - 5.7 5.9 6.3 8.0 5.9
‘ercent Tote" “orties Flown 37% 34% 28% 1% 100%
| Apmunition Expended 708,360 |841,916 |653,211 | 73,603 [2,277,090
Rockets Expended 872 799 95 107 1,873
Av. Hrs, Per Effective Sortie 7.2 7.1 | 7.5 8.5 7.3
Av. Hrs, Per Non-Eff, Sortie 3.5 3.1 3.6 3.9 3.4
Effective Hours Flown 10,047 10,502 9,054 803 30,406
an-Effective Hours Flown 3,202 1,975 1,934 51 7,162

. Percent. of Total Hrs. Non-Eff, 2% 168 18% 54 ©19%

16




TABULATION OF

'CUMULATIVE VLR-BONIN-CAP

AND MISC. MISSION ACTIVITY

ACTIVITY DATA 15th 2Ast 50bth L14th § TOTAL
Eff Sorties 1393 ‘11081& 1201 9%, L172
Non-eff Sort | 928 | 632 | 531 13 | 2104

VLR Tot Sc;rties 2321 2116 1732 107 6276
Tot Missions LO 38 - 29 3 51
Tot Hours 13249 | 12477 10988 854 {37568
Eff Sorties T2 ' 508 2L9 9 1508
Non-eff Sort 53 LO 37 (o 130

~POHIN Tot Sorties 795 548 286 9 1638
Tot Missions 92 50 26 -3 171
Tot Hours 178 1072 615 25 3430
Eff Sorties 2560 1865 1145 217 5787
Non-eff Sort 32 97 33 16 178

oA Tot Sorties 2592 1962 1178 233 59{)5
‘Tot Hours 4535 3814 2076 542 1 10567
Eff Sorties 312 L6 53 29 LL0
Non-eff Sort 22 | 1 0 L 27

MISC Tot Sorties 334 L7 53 33 L67
Tot Missions 65 8 9 2 84
Tot Hours 542 79 56 36 713
Eff Sorties 5007 | 3903 2648 349 § 11907
Non-eff Sort | 1035 770 601 33 2439

GRAND )

Tot Sorties | 6042 | 4673 3249 382  1L3k6

TOTAL
Tot Missions 197 96 6l 8 306
Tot Hours 20044 | 17442 13735 1457 || 52678

NOTE: Grand Total of Number of Missions flown does not include

CAP

7

e e
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RATIO

VLR MISSIONS

RATIO ENEMY A/C DESTROYED AND DAMAGED
TO AAF A/C DESTROYED AND DAMAGED

o

| _CUMUL ATIVE AVERAGE-3.1

VIl FIGHTER COMMAND

APRIL .| MAY ~ JUNE AUGUST TOTAL
ENEMY LOSSES | 192 234 238 70 1062
AAF LOSSES | 37 36 62 78 347
- RATIO ENEMY A/C DESTROYED AND DAMAGED
TO AAF A/C DESTROYED
16
13.8
12
8
, CUMULATIVE
4
° APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST TOTAL
ENEMY LOSSES | 192 234 238 328 70 - 1062
AAF LOSSES | 27 17 40 42 31 157

Is




Vil FIGHTER COMMAND
AVERAGE SORTIES PER VLR MISSION

SORTIES
200

175

150

125

100

75

50

25
° APRIL  MAY JUNE  JULY  AUGUST
ISTHFTRGP | 651 | 616 587 | 548 52.7
21STFTRGP | 587 61.7 55.7 55.3 47.0
5061t FTR GP| — 63.0 | 57.7 61.3 58.8
414U FTRGP| —— —— —_— — 35.7
TOTAL | 123.8 1059 125.5 131.14 96.2




Vil FIGHTER COMMAND
VLR SORTIES BY GROUPS

NO. SORTIES
" 2400
2000
1600
- 1381
. \EXEDY
1200 NN
800 741
400 -
0
| APRIL | MmaAy JUNE | ]

- B 15MFTR GP
21¥FTR GP

506™ FTR GP
Bl 414™ FTR GP

151 218L 50614 4147H TOTAL
CUM'LL. SORTIES 2321 2116 1732 107 6276
% TOTAL SORTIES 37% 4% 28% 1% 100 %
o ] '
10/; % SORTIES ABORTIVE
75
50
25
0 :
. APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST
TOTAL NO.EFF 562 362 632 1677 939
TOT. NO.ABRORT] 305 379 749 552 119
% ABORTIVE _35% - B1% 54% 25% 11%

.2l




5 | Vil FIGHTER COMMAND |
PERCENT OF NON-EFFECTIVE VLR SORTIES
o BY REASON
O
=
WEHER S-P.;\;-ES
1711 550 227
SORTIES FLOWN-6276
|  NON-EFF SORTIES-2104 o |
33% SORTIES NON -EFF
®
22 |




VIl FIGHTER COMMAND
VLR HOURS BY GROUPS

NO. HOURS
16,000
12000
8,000 7266
N 2665
N
4.000- 11900}
| 2585 .2592.:
.. _
APRIL ] [ JUNE | | AuGusT
K 15FTR GP NN 506FTR GP
21TFTR GP B 414 FTR GP
15TH 2151 506 | 414TH | TOTAL
CUMULAT. HOURS | 13249 [ 12477 | 10988 854 37568
°% TOT. HRS.FLOWN| 359, 33% 29% 3% | 100%
‘;/5 °% ABORTIVE HOURS
40.
32%
30‘ : l:l:l:
22%  famen
: 20. :l:-:l :-:-:-
A Bty ;
10 [egee] et ,
I:I:I:I II:I:I: 3 °/°
o w e -.l--!l F:i:;:L
APRIL MAY AUGUST
TOT.NO.EFF. HOURS| 3699 2690 7135
TOT. NO.ABORT.HRS.| 1050 1241 223
°%ABORTIVE HRS.| 22% 32% 3%

23
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VIl FIGHTER COMMAND
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Vil FIGHTER COMMAND

TOTAL PILOT LOSSES
7 MARCH —14 AUGUST 1945
P-47 £ P-51 TYPE AIRCRAFT
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Vil FIGHTER COMMAND
TOTAL GASOLINE CONSUMED PER
FIGHTER FLYING HOUR
7 MAR-1S AUG 1945

GALS
- 100
75
65.2
.8 ¥6%%
1%0%0%! 126%%
S¢S 2%6%%
logoess: XA
CRRX oe%%
OO 5
% OO »te%%
oo’ 5¢5¢S
Pole 055 +%0%%
ool 9% % B 26%%
504 [ $ole’ o26%%
o 0O ¢
agﬂa R vgetese
}%&& 0ees: ov@&
50554 0 0004
MOOC Po’e’. 0’0‘0’0
O o*e% 25058
F%&g oot 0o %!
XA X otete NS .
) ‘ . . . ‘ ‘ ’ ’ ‘
25050 50554 O *
2520054 o %%? L2505 5050
B B B
9e0es: 2505054 %e%e%! (202504
*. o0 LI YOO .0.0‘0‘
000" KRR 03030 0%
254 04 XXX 05050
”"’:”' 25¢5¢ o%e%?
:’:‘0‘:‘ otete? o202’
RRAX XX DR
Yolee %%’ NSO
*e%e% o%e%e? P95
K905 0905950 203050
*o%e%e® olelede 2e%%
R olotete 0%
S s 3
%e%0%° P09
o0’ olelet
- ”.‘: :
TOTAL GAS
CONSUSED | 520597 | 572,166 | 534,163 | 892,248 |1,369,964.| 744,516
TOTAL :
IHRS. FLOWN 6847 7.680 7884 13,769 21,013 9992
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VIl FIGHTER COMMAND
GASOLINE CONSUMED PER FLYING HOUR
BY TYPE AIRCRAFT
7 MAR-I5 AUG 1945

GALS
200
170.3
150
106.3
100- S
s
-. ll
e 59.8
507 -
)
.i
0 L)
[ P-47 ] [ P-51 P-61
TOTAL GAS
CONSUMED | 206474 3,604,027 823,153
TOTAL HOURS -
FLOWN 1943 60,428 4834
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NEUTRALIZATION OF THE BONINS

Cn 11 Yarch 1945, 16 P-51's of the 15th Fighter Group flew
the first mission from Iwo in the campaign to neutralize the Bonins.- On
89 days of a total 167 days of operétions on Iwo, missions were conducted
against targets on Chichi and Haha Jima. These missions were concurrent
with'the VLR missions being flown spainst Japan. A total of 171 strikes
were made with a command average of 9.6 sorties per mission, Of the
missions flown on 89 days agzinst the Bonins, the Comiand averare
was 18.4 sorties per day. The cumulative number of sorties flown was
1658, with an averare of 8% abortive aircraft, '

Thé primary purpose of these missions was to prevent the enemy

from using Susaki airfield on Chichi Jima. In addition to air install-

ations, other targets hit include enemy shipping, racio and ra‘zr stations

and warehouse storage areas, The value of the strikes were twofold:-
The enemy suffered camare and was constantly harrasced, and combat pilots
found in these missions an invaluable trencsition between mainlan” train-

ing anrd the ¢ifficult VIR combat mission.
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TABULATION OF
® BONIN MISSION ACTIVITY

15th 320 b| 32u] 19|  eso] 17.1] 2.0 76| 89,983| 126,50 o

wi |2t | 93 1 9% 6| 196) 15.7| 21| as|2n,687 s o

|| otar 113 5| me| 25| es6] 16.7] 2.0 1008h17,670] 158.0[ o
>

15th en| 37| | 17| an| 59| 19| exg|a,au2| 288 o

A | 21st 58 W 62| 4| 102 15.5| 1.6] 19%] s3a] 20| o

| Totad 122 | 13] a| 293 7.8] 1.8| 100%|32,603] 49.8] o

(|15t ol 5| 9e| 18| 18| 53| 19| se|29,608] 3.0 s

21at 0 71 9 70 176| 13.7| 1.8| 22| a,645] 33.8] O

‘ 506th 571 29 86 7] 188 12.2] 22| 228)18,603] 29.0] o

] Total 238 K1 279 32 550] 8.7 2.0] 100%)72,946] 96.8] 48

" T astn 123 s x| 16| s 79| 23| 3m|ss,9m| ws.0] 53

21st 158 26 e, 16 376} 1.5 2,0 378|27,134] 53.5| 206

T e | 0 6] 16| m| 295 12| 2.2 26%|7,4m| 3.0l @

| metad | sa| 36| wr| o w3|  97s] 20| 2.2| 100% 56,581 15| 300

" 15t 17 3| wr| 22| 37l 67| 2.6]| ugg)9reul s2.5) 128

21st 7 2| | 12| 158 66| 20| 2m|19,u55| 28.5] a2

JUL | 506th 62 2 6 8] 32| s.0] 21] 1sg|33,17 22.0] 19

LiLth 9 0 9 3 25 3.0 2.8 | & 1,180 O 2

L Total 292 7 299 45 692] 6.6 2,31 100% [52,196] 103.0| 191

(™ J1sth 0 o] o 0 of o 0 0 o] o 0

2t 32 ol 32 5 64| 64| 2.0 o [1,800] 6.8] 48

AUG | 506 ) 0 of o o o 0 0 of o D)

L1Lth o] (o} 0 (¢} 0 0 4] (o] 0 0 0

o] 32 5| e 6] 20| o ]u,s0] s6.8| us

Total 32
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TABULATION OF
BONIN MISSION ACTIVITY

CUMULATIVE

ACTIVITY DATA . 15th © 21st 506th 414th TOTAL
Effective Sorties 42 508 249 9 1,508
Non-Effective Sorties 53 40 3'7 o 130
Total Sorties Flown 795 548 286 9 1,638
Total Missions Flown 92 50 26 3 171
Total Hours Flown 1,78 1,072 615 25 3,430
Av. Sorties Per Mission 8.6 10.1 11.0 3.0 9.6
Av, Hrs, Per Sortie 2,2 12.0 2.2 2.8 2.1
Percent Total Missions Flown 54% 29% 15% 2% 100% -
Aomunition Expended 297,717 119,082 125,817 1,180 543,796
Bomb Tonnage Expended 286.8 175.1 94.0 0 555.9
Rockets Expended 229 296 60 2 - 587

33




a ¥ i #
96 | Ot O'tl 10 | 98 NOISSIN H3d S31.L.40S H3AV do ¥ld wiiv il
%00} °42 %Sl| %62] %bS SNOISSIW 40 LN3Dy3d : do 14 wooshNy]
121 € 92 05 | 26 |NMO1d SNOISSIW JAILVINAND ;. _ do ¥id 1si2ER
VIOl || rIviv | RI90G| 1sI2 A1Sl gO did E.n-g
LSNonv Ane

"o e %
2o le!
OO
I OO
O¢HES

DOCK)
008505
260505

# Yo 6V

Yo L2

001

—Vo\omm

%% 00!

SdNOYHO A8

NMOT4 SNOISSIN NINOE 40 INIDHId
| Y ) O

34




%001 %} %8} %I\E %0% NMOT4 SHH TVLOL J0%
oeve ce Gi9 2L0} 8lL} SYNOH 3ALLYINANND
IV10OL HiVIY H1906 isie HLG!|
dNOYO Y3LHOI4 miviv DEM dNOYS HIALHO =2 [
dNOYD Y3LHOId 71906 N\ dNOYD YILHOIE 716 XX
ilsnony | annr AVIA | NEdY o
XXX HELD -
ooz
oov
881
06S 009
008
000}

SdNOY¥O A8 NMO14 SHNOH ViOL
SNOISSIN NINOS .
ANVAWOD H3LHOI4 1A o

35

[

» ' . .

RS S




%6 0 %S %8 YL 3AILYO8Y LN3DY3d
o€l 0 LE ov €S $31LHOS 3343~NON ‘WND
80G! 6 6v2 80¢g 2vL © S3ILYOS 343 'WND
IVIOL | miviv | A1906 e AIG|

 S3ULHOS 3IAILDIJ43-NoN (NN
S31L80S 3AILD3 443 (B

%26

[-)

- SNOISSIW NINO8
S3ILHYOS 3AILD3343-NON
ANV 3AILD3443 4O 1N3DY3d
ANVIWNOD H31HOId 1IA

=66

%% 001

36




VIl FIGHTER COMMAND

BONIN MISSIONS
AVERAGE SORTIES PER MISSION

NO. OF SORTIES

18

6
.
2
o
MARCH| ApriL | may | June | sury |aucust
ISTHFTR.GP. || 173 59 53 79 6.7 -
21STFTRGP | 157 | 155 137 | 18 6.6 64
SOGIH'FTR.GP.“ — - 122 | 124 | 8o —
414 FTRGP|  — - - - 30 —
COMMAND AVl| 167 78 87 04| 66 | 64




SORTIES
500

VIl FIGHTER COMMAND
BONIN MISSIONS
TOTAL SORTIES FLOWN

400

100 \
0 : a I |
MARCH | APRIL MAY JUNE JULY [AUGUST
1514 FTR.GP. 324 101 96 127 147 —_
215TFTR.GP. 94 62 97 184 79 32
50614 FTR.GP —_ —_ 86 136 64 —
41418FTRGR|| — — —_ — 9 —
TOTAL 418 163 279 447 299 3_2
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TABULATION OF DAY CAP ACTIVITY

—
15th | 963 2| 965|170 | ses | 70.4| 1.8] 828 38.2
wR| 215t | 149 | 11 ) 160 377 | wE | s3.9) 2.4] 18| 2209
} Total | 1122 13 | 1125 | 2137 | 1008 | 124.3| 1.9 | 200% | 61.1
| wtw | w9 8 | a7| m1| s2 | 2| 6] 49| 1.0
APR | 218t | 3% 19 | 409 | 764 | 48 | 25.5| 1.9] 5% | 12.6
{ Total | 829 27 | 856 | 1495 | 1008 | 49.9| 1.7 1008 | 28.5
[ 15th | 259 o] 29| ar] 37 | 1.3] L6] 33| s
218t | 230 17 27| 411 | 35% 15.4 | 1..9)| 38| 8.0
MI 506th | 200 2 202 | 353 | 28% 22,1 1.7} 29| 12.6
\ Total | 689 19 | 708 | 1241 | 1008 | 50.8| 1.8 | 100% | 29.0
| 1sen | 308 g | 316 s66) 288 | 129 18| 21| 105
2t | 47 | 24 | 495 90| a3 | 33| 2.9 458 16.2
o 506th | 317 9 | 326| s718| 288 | 19.3] 1.8| 28%| 10.9
! Total | 1096 41 | 1137 | 2084 1oo¢‘ 69.5 | 1.8 | 100% | 37.6
T | 1stn | a6 | 13 | 429 766 | 308 | 24.7| 1.8] 298] 13.5-
21st | 441 20 | 461 | 906 | 326 | 29.2| 2.0 35%| 1.9
o 506th | 525 16 5411 953 | 38% 30,71 1.8 | 365} 17.5
total {1902 | 49 | 131 | 2625 | 10 | 87| 1.8 1008 | 46.2 |
15tk | 175 1] 16| sor| s | 15.1] 17| 22| s
21t | 184 6 | 190 350] 27 | 17.5) 1.8 258) 9.5
avc | so6th]| 103 | 6 | 09| 92| 158 | 9.6] 18] wus| 5.5
Llith ] 217 16 2331 542 | 33% 27,1 2.3 ] 39| 1.7
3 Total| 679 29 708 | 1385 | 100% 69,31 1.9 | 1008 | 35.5

39




@ TABULATION OF CUMULATIVE DAY
COMBAT AR PATROL ACTIVITY

ACTIVITY DATA

15th 21st 506th 4Llith ‘ TOTAL

Effective Sorties 2560 1865 1145 217 5787
Non-Effective Sorties 32 97 33 16 178
Total Sorties Flown 2592 1962 1178 233 5965
Totel Hours Flown 4535 3814 2076 542 10967
Percent Total Sorties Flown 43% 33% 20% 4% 100%
otal Av, Daily Hrs, Flown 27.2 25.6 21.4 27,1 101.3
#v. Hrs, Flown Per Sortie 1.7 1.9 1.8 2.3 1.8
Percent Total Hrs, Flown 41% 35% 19% 5% 100%
Total Av, Dally Sorties Flown 15,5 13.2 11.1 - 11,7 51.5
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VIl FIGHTER COMMAND
DAY CAP FLYING TIME
7 MAR-20 AUG 1945
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TABULATION OF CUMULATIVE

'NIGHT COMBAT AIR PATROL ACTIVITY

ACTIVITY MATA

£L8th 540th TCTAL
Effective Sorties 275 100z~ 1277
Non-Effective Sorties 28 77 105
Total Sorties Flown 303 1079 1382
Total Hours Flown A 1116 2957 LO73
Percent Total Sorties Flown 227 783 100%
Total Av. Daily Hour.;. Flown [17.7 - 19.5 37.2
Av. Hrs., Flown Per Sortie 3.7 2.7 <.9
Percent Total Hrs. Flown - 27% 73% 1008
Total Av. Daily Sorties Flown| 4.8 7.1 11.9
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TABULATION OF NIGHT COMBAT
AIR PATROL ACTIVITY : ;~
7 MARCH TO 20 AUGUST 1945

VIS A 2
Y f& fo [T S/ FS
& . N N O/ Y A o/« ©O
Ky N /KRNL/N./O N/ O6/0 L&/0 Q v
[ E& [oGSSOY TSI E/R TS ¢
~ o & S o,og O/ /A “ /L /T2
§JEE SIS R/ S &/ T &
&8 RYTIEYE /T S/TLE /T E
) o S Q O O
W A AN NGRS YR g
548th * 165 19 184 679 | 722 | 27.2 | 3.7 % 7.5 |
LAR | 549th 62 | 11 | 73 |236 | 282 | 22.6 | 3.2 | 26% 7.3
Total 227 | 30 {257 [915 [100% | 50.8 | 3.6 | 1002 | 1.8 .
548th 107 9 {116 | 430 | 382 {143 | 3.7 | wmg | 3.9 ¢
APR | 549th 170 17 {187 | 500 | 623 | 18.0 | 2.9 562 | 6.2
) -
Total 277 26 {303 {970 {100% | 32.3. | 3.2 | 1002 | 10.1
[ 5,8th 3 0 3 7 3% .9 | 2.3 3% o
CMAY | 549th 102 0 {102 | 250 975 8.1 2.5 975 3.3
i Total 105 0 (105 {257 { w0 | 9.0 | 2.4 |1002 | 3.7
Laux-: 549th 212 | 20 {262 |e38 - 223 | 2.4 - 8.7
[ow [se9en | 21 19 {30 |en | - [z8.7 | 2 - ] 1.0
[Auc saoth | 135 [ 10 |ws |woe | - 20 ] ze [ - [ 7.2

it AR A




'@  NIGHT INTRUDER MISSIONS

TO BONINS

MARCH APRIL GRAND TOTAL
. ACTIVITY DATA 549th 548th 549th 548th 549th TOTAL
Effective Sorties P 39 26 39 " 30 69
Non-Effective Sorties -0 0 2 0 2 2
Total Sorties 4 39 28 39 - 32 » 71
. Total Hours Flown 9 94 62 94 71 165
Bombs Dropped {500 1bs) 8 78 53 78 61 139
50 ‘Cal. Expenditures 1750 6085 | 1810 6085 3560 9645
20 MM. Expenditures 1222 6895 1503' 6295 2725 9620

' TOTAL ENEMY LOSSES

548th 549th TOTAL
Destroyed In Alr 2 » 1 3
Probably Destroyed In Air 1 0 v 1
'I'ot;al 3 1 ' ot 4

548tk 549th TOTAL
Planes Destroyed 5 4 9
Planes Damaged 6 R 8
Total Destroyed & Damaged 1 6 FL 17
Pilots Killed 1 3 4
Radar Observers-Killed 1° 3 L
Gunners Killed c 3 3
Total Killed 2 9 11

TOTAL P-6| PLANE AND CREW LOSSES.
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VIl FIGHTER COMMAND

P-6l NIGHT CAP SORTIES FLOWN -

7 MARCH TO 20 AUGUST 1945

SORTIES
350

300+

2501 XXX

\.J
058
. &
L.,

»r
)

)
5¢5¢5¢S
ERHHHKE

()
()
-

()

*
()
'

145

! O
XXX X
: ‘ O
DL ] M)
Soe® K]
R'o% % .60
OO * .0 ¢
. ¢ 0. ® ()
200 SO 0a¥s!
LOOCN %%4
, OO oS
LOC) o Y]
RSN 9.0,°
BOOC S5
OO
o0, OO
vvv %&&
va %&&
15049 XX OO
T DCSEX ) va
€09 NN
ool SRR
'ebede! 93908
OX
RS Pe%°
K
. DE XX OO0
)‘0’0’1 .’Q‘Q‘
1001 KR 002!
K% XK :
ooy SN
- P2 OO ’
OO X
DX OO0 ‘
> 0.0 .0 ¢ 2O
PG OOC OO
OO0 OO O
IO 0. & OO
0.0.% O OO
3501 K&K ot el
NS 0.0 $25082
OO0 O y o
DOCK OO OO0
OO0 SO DO
DO X OO 0.0,
OGO SO HOCK
MOCK] OO OO0
OO0 O DOCOK]
XX 0% 1900 v
0 DO SO O :
MARCH | APRIL AUGUST| TOTAL
54 8IENF. SQ 184 116 3 - — - 303
1 54918NF SQ. 73 187 102 262 310 145 . 1079
TOTAL 257 303 105 262 310 1382




DS AN 660G | DS 4N 89S

AN 12547 0
/ AN 0 ?0%%.
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/ 19055 we’e%
Pelete 5¢5¢5¢] S
%o’ »%e%% .
\ 0% o%0%% :
XOOS %6264 -01
DO OO
/ o%e%% -S Tolede!
/ G ra%ete! .
/, oP0%e%
(m.\., o20%e%
61 02
- o4 , , .A - ge
S3ILYOS AV AV , SYNOH AV ATlIVa
DS AN 6vS | DS IN 8v§ | VS AN 6pS | DS AN 8vS |
NE —0 A 70
/ @ -00¢€ 008
/ - 2pe | ,
/ 009 ozl L0094
/ -006 L oove
N
002t 002¢
014 SYNOH

NMO14 S31140S

V1va JLYOS ANV HNOH IALYINWND 19-d
ANVININOD H3LHOIA 11A

49

“.,

o

2 8 °




VIl FIGHTER COMMAND
'P-6l NIGHT CAP HOURS FLOWN

HOURE

1000

750+

500

2509
0 o ‘ , -
MARCH | APRIL | MAY JUNE | JuLY | AUGUST| TOTAL -
548THN.F. SQ 679 | 430 7 e ~ - 1116
549I8NF. SQ| 238 540 250 638 891 402 2957
TOTAL 915 970 257 638 891 402 4073
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TABULATION OF MISC.
SHORT MISSION ACTIVITY

[m 15th 178 19 197 37 322 5.3 1.6
15th 37 0 37 7 45 5.3 1.2
AFR | 21st 5 0 5 2 38 2.5 7.6
Total 42 0 52 9 83 47 2.0
[ [15th 40 0 40 9 79 beds 2.0
_ |21st 9 1 10 1 7 | 10.0 7
MAY . - g
506th 8 0 8 2 16 4.0 | 2.0
| fTotel | 57 1 58 12 102 4.8 1.8
15th 40 3 43 8 51 5.4 1.2 '
21st 16 4] 16 2 17 8.0 1.1
JUN -
506th. | 24 0 24 3 18 8.0 .8
Totel 80 3 83 13| 8 6.4 1.0
C 15th 17 0 17 4 45 4.3 2.6
1218t 16 0 16 3 17 ‘ 5.3 1.1
JUL
506th 21 0 21 4 22 5.3 1.1
N Total 54, 0 54 11 84 4.9 1.6
AUG | 414th 29 4 33 2 36 | 16.5 1.1




TABULATION OF CUMULATIVE
MISC SHORT MISSION ACTIVITY

o
AGTIVITY DATA . 15th 21st 506th 414th TOTAL ‘ - L
Effective Sorties 312 46 53 29 © 440 -
| Non-Effective Sorties 22 1 0 A 27
Total Sorties Flown 334 47 53 33 | 467
Total Missions Flown S 65 8 9 2 84 )

Total Hours Flown 542 79 56 36 n3 ¢

. Av. Sorties Per Mission 5.1 5.9 5.9> 16.5 5.-6 R

Av. Hours Per Sortie .6 | 1.7 1.1 © 1.1 1.5 K
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‘ . SUPFLY AND MAINTENANCE.
(The Iwo Operation)

Supply and maintenance activities in VII Fighter Command operations gave rise to a number
of ‘complex problems. Some of these were the movement of aircraft forward, aircraft modifications,
«

maintenance, quartermaster operations and ordnance and engineer functions,

1. Movement of Aircraft Forward.

The original plan .had been to cat.apﬁ;t. the aircraft from escort carriers either at

Saipan or at Iwo Jima. The shortage of escort carriers necessit.a’ced dead loading the air=
craft in order to4carry a greater number on a single escort carfier. The aircraft then
had to be unloaded at Guam by lighter, towed to Orote Field -to be serviced by depot
personnel, and flown to Saipan to await the ferry flight to Iwo Jima. These loading
changes brought about #dditional complications, No personnel would be avail;ble to
accompany reﬂeﬁé aireraft of the tactical groups. Haintenan.ce. and service facilities
had to be set up for the air echelons remaining on Oahu after service pe}sonnel had
departed. FIt was necessary- for the maintenance personnel of one service group and one

- tactical group to maintain air echelons of two tactical groups i“or several weeks on Iwo

‘ _ Jima.

2. Aircraft Modifications,

Many important modifications were necessary to convert the P-51D, ’as it was used in
the ETO, to long over. water missions in the Pacific. The first of these wﬁs IFF, jmper-
ative for Pacific Opefations. In spite of the fact that the Air Technical ‘Service Command
thought the installation either too difficult or impossible, a s?ries of experiment;‘w on
Oahu resulted in a successful installation.At the saze tiwe the IFF was installed, the
pyrotechnic pistol and the BC-1206 _Det.rola radio were removed.

Important as well was the installation of the AN/ARA-8 homing adapter, f;hiefly
accouplished under very difficult conditions on Iwo Jima.

Operations with 110 gallon drop tanks left the aircraft with a minimal fuel reserve
returninz to base. A change was then made te 165 gallon tanks, ami fo.r additional reasons.
The extra fuel permitted better operating power settings, allowed the fighters an oppor-
tunity to climb over or find 2 gep through weather fronts, gave longer time to escort,

a loncer perior!v over the tarsel area for selection c¢f t.argé'ts, gave the lifeguard sub-—
marine cover more time aloft. This necessitated the desirn and fabrication of a suitable
. . installation kit for carrying these larger tanks.

K-l% computine sun sights were also installed. An emergency coolant shutter actuator _V v

wze necessary to prevent the aireraft from teinr forceé dovn by a failure of the coolant
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Aéhutter motor’or themmostat, The most recent modifications were the installation
of zero length rail rocke£ launchers. |
Maintenance. _
Spark ﬁlugs here, as in the ETO, proved a source of trouble. Long periols of
operation at minimum cruise power settings caused excessive plug fouliné, and’extra
maintenance ard frequent inspection were necessary to avoid engines cutting out,
Dust particles have also contributea to this problem, The solﬁtion to this problém_‘
was to change all plugs after 2 missions andrto check than;constantly. Water aﬁﬁ

moisture plus dirt have clogged carburetor impact tubes and blanketed radiators, giving

rise again to engine cut outs,

Extreme corrosive conditions-, aggravated by the lack. of fresh water and cleaning

facilities, caused malfunction of hydraulic mechanisms. - Such corrosion attacks the

fuselage, control surfaces and cables, and electricael ecuipment of the aircraft,

Certain ﬁgrts were eritical. Carburetors on new engines'had to be modified, and
new carburetors needed flow checking. Magneto points, magneto distributor rotors,
magneto coﬁtact brushes, carburetor floats, spark plugs and flaps were difficult to :
obtain, New engines were found to be out of valve timing as much as eight or ten
degrees, |
Quartermaster. ’

Operations were hampered by three major ;hortages; lack of éufficien@ cold»ﬁforage
space, insufficient tentage, and inadequate typewriter repair facilities, AMesses were
haﬁdicapped because.cold storage was not available, and fresh meats énd fruit: coulaa
not be stored. Organizations arrived with no tentage, and heavy tentage losseg_made;

for a ceritical situation.
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Vil FIGHTER COMMAND
TOTAL BATTLE AND NON-BATTLE CASUALTIE
FEB 20-AUG 15 1945

140
105~
97
77
. 70- el
35+ e
R
anee)
) .'I-..I
0 att .
ONIT KILLED | MISSING | WOUNDED [SG7AL
HQ VIt FC — — 3 3
45 __FTRGP 20 29 4 53
21 _FTRGP _ 21 27 51 99
506 FTR GP 9 16 3 28
414 _FTRGP 3 2 — 5
548 NF sQ 3 — — 3
549 NF SQ 12 3 19 34
81 SER GP 1 — 4 5
363 SER GP 24 — 21 45
386 SER GP — S 8 8
555 SER GP 1 — — 1
568 SIG AW BN — — 3 3
HQ 811 _ENGR BN 1 e 14 15 .
726 AW CO 2 — 5 7
TOTAL 97 77 135 309
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WEATHER PROBLEM

(The Iwo Operation)

One of the primary limiting factors of fighter operations fr;m Iwo was bad
weather, Military weather observers have phrased the situation in semi-technical
languages

"In general, the area between the Pacific high presSure cell amd the migratéry
high cell coming off the Asiatvic continent (i.e. the area of fronts and bad weather)
was south of Iwo Jima in March and the first part of April; then began to move farther
North until in Mid-May the fronts were coming directly over Iwo. The frontal area
continued to mové toward Japan until by the end of June it was sver the southern
coasts of Japan.  In July and August the frontal area remained, on the average, over ‘
the central pertion of the Japanese Islands, with a slisht oscillation between the
North and South Coasts. A few troughs aloft, lines of convergence, and the prox-
imity of several tropical storms were the only causes of weather over Iwo in July and
August,®

Translated into terms of the effect of weather on the tactics of the Fighter
Command, the 1anguagevof the weather observers indicates rnumerous sustained périods
of hampering weather conditions,

During the period in which 51 missions were flown against the Japanese Empire, |
20 missions that were scheduled, were cancelled or postponed because’of bad weathef.
Of the 51 missions thaﬁlactually took off, 9 were non-effective because of wegther.

The factor of weather was obviously of basic importance in tactics,
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VIl FIGHTER COMMAND

PERCENT VLR MISSIONS CANCELLED

BY WEATHER
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ATR SEA FESCUE

(The Iwo Operation)

Upon the arrivél of VII Fighter Command at Iwo Jime, tentative plans hed been set up to :
provide Air Séa~Rescue facilities for fighter missions to the Bonin Islands, coordinated fighter-
tonber missions and independent fighter missions tc the Japanese Empire, As ﬁroblems arose and
were solved, progressively more efficient systems were introduced until during the last two
months of the Aerial Offensive against the Japanese Empire a very adecuste system of Air Sea’
Bescue was developed and in use from June 1, 1945, until the present,

From 7 liarch to 15 July the Fighter Command consisted of three Groups of P-51 Mustangs.
This waes increased by the arrival of the 414th Group equipped with P-47 Thunderbolts, to four
fighter groups. All of the Groups flew missions against the Bonin Islands and the impire until
the last combet missicn on 14 August. Therefore itvas possible to put from 50 to 250 fighter
rlanes in thedr for combat missions.

That this would;bs possible was realized by the A.S.R. Unit Marianas and definite routes
to the‘Empire were established with a standardized system of A,S.R. stations located equi-
distant along each route. As it finally evolved thers were seven routes to the Empire with a
minimum of five A.S.F. stations from Iwo to Japan along each route and covering an average
distance of 1500 mile round trips, all over water, |

The simplest method of outlining how A.S.R. from Iwo operated would be to follow the

step by step plannirg and progress of, for example, an independent fighter mission to the

"Empire, ILet us assume that the command decision has been made to strafe airfields in the

Kobe-Osaka Area‘of Japan with & maximum effort, i,e,, all four Groups participating.

On the track "Kobe-Green" (the selected rpute) there nge five A.S.R, stations equiéistant
from Iwo to Japan with one submarine on each of the three upper stations»and one destroyer on
each of the two lower stations, The A.S.E, plan would be to provide cover for the destroyers
and surfaced submarines during the time the fighter plenes passed over each stat{;n so that

any pilot in trouble could bail-out as near as possible to one of the stations, Then the

nearest g ircover "Dumbo" would search and locate him and direct the destroyer or submarine to

rescue- him,

A.S.R, stations would be set up as follows: At the first station the fighters would
pass enroute to the Empire would be a destroyer; at the second station, a dstroyer and "Dumbo"
airplane; at the third station, a surfaced submarine, at the fourth station, a surfaced sub- ,
marine, and at the fifth station (calledvthe Rally Point) would be a surfaced submarine about
ten miles off the Japanese -coast covered by two'Dumbos,ba B-29 and B-17. As the strike force

pessed this Rally Point station a flight of four fighters would drop out and remsin with the
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two Dumbos and the submarine to protect them until the last df the strike force had returned

and headed back for Iwo. In addition to the two Dumbo airplanes and four fighter plenes over

this submarine the twelve B-29's that navigated the four fighter groups to the Kobe Area would
return and circle Aver it also.

As the returning strike force started to arrive over the Rally Point single B-29's would
be dispatched with fifteen to twenty fighters along the track back to Iwo, Hence, as soon
as sufficient numbers of fighter planes feached the Rally Point, single B-29's would be
contacted and would navigate them home until all of the fighters and B-29's were enroute to
Iwo,

As is evident the Rally Point submarine and Dumbo were busiest. On almost every mission

. there would be from one to two fighter pilots "bail-out" somewhere near the Rally Point sub-

marine since they would just about be able to reach that pbint if their planes had been hit by
flak. When the last of the fighters had reached the Rally Point the submarine cover {light would
"secure" the submarine if there were no rescues or searches in progress and return also.

. On the track back to Iwo the first B-29 with its fighters would find these facilities at-

each station: at station four there would be the same surfaced submarine as on the route up

but now covered by s Dumbo; at station two quld be the Same Destroyer now covered by a'Dumbo,
although not the same Dumbo that was there for the flight to the Empire six howrs eariiér; at S
station one would be the same Destroyer now covered by g Dumbo, .When tﬁe fighters started to
approach Iwo the A.S.R. Fighter Command would have amphibious vehicles (Dukws)‘stationed on
varioﬁs beaches in order to rescue any pllot whose plane might run out of fuel at the very
last‘minute. ‘ 4 :
dn the Llight back to Iwo one of the two destroyers on station generally effected ﬁbout
one rescue per mission sincerusually one fighter plane would have had to use more fuel in com-
bet than planned, and the pilot'rould have to decide how far elong the track he could gé before -
heving to "bail-out” over one of the A.S.E. stations, ‘ |
It is curprising how well this éystem of A.S.R. stations functioned., The cpmmuniéations

systen was worked out so that the fighters, navigational B-29's, Destroyers, and submarines

" all had one radio frequency in common. This freguency was set aside for A.S.R., emergencies

only. The [ighters also could telk to the B-29's on anﬁﬁher frecuency, and the B-~29's could
talk to the Dumbos, Destroyers, and submarine on one other voice frequency and two other C.W.
Irequencies, The Dumbos and Navigationsl B-29's were in @irect communication with the Air Sea
hescue Unit at Iwo during the entire mission. Also there were follow-up transmissions from
the submerines and destroyers after engsging in an Air Sea Rescue operstion informing the Iwo

A.S5.R. Unit of the results of the searches and rescues.
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ATRCRAFT ACCIDENTS

The rate of accidents throughout the Iwo operétion was a(COmmentary on
the primitive conditions of the Island. For long periods, runways weré in a
state of disrepair, At the beginning, Jap artillery scarred the surface of
the fields., Concurrent with the enemy action, and for months thereafter;

great clouds of dust were & standard part of each takeoff and landing,

Tropical stofms were responsible for erosion of the.soil and rivers of water

" across fields,

From the inception of operations to 15 August 1945, the number of ac;(

cldents sustained totaled 178, with 30 fatalities. These accidents-reéulted‘

in the destruction of 103 aircraft, and damage of 102.

The command average for the entire period was 2.44 accidents per thdu1

sand flying hours.
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TOTAL AND FATAL AIRCRAFT
ACCIDENTS BY ORGANIZATIONS

MARCH THROUGH

15 AUGUST 1945

March To Include
Thru June | July 15 August | Total
ORGANIZATION :

| tor. | AT, |ror. | FAT.| TOT.| FAT. |TOT. | FAT.
LSth Fighter Squadron 17! 3t s -t 2| 22| &
4L7th Fighter Squadron 20 3 6 2 2 - 28 5

| 78th Fighter Squadron 15 21 2] - 2} 4 Jw| 2

TOTAL 15TH GROUP 52 8 |13 2 5 1 {70 n
46th Fighter Squadron Bl 16| -1 21 ~-]al 1
72nd Fighter Squadron 12 2 gl - 14 - 2 2
531st Fighter Squadron nf - | s5) 2 1] 1w} 3
TOTAL 21ST GROUP 36| 3 faww | 2| 4| 15| 6
L57th Fighter Squadron sl a2 - 1) - 71 1
158th Fighter Squadron 6l 111 -] -} -17] 1
462nd Fighter Squadron 6 2 3 - - - 9 2
TOTAL 506TH GROUP 6| a6 f | 2] - ]3] &
413th Fighter Squadron - - - - 2 - 2 -
437th Fighter Squadron - - - - 2 - 2 -
456th Fighter Squadron el -l -] -l®m]l=®n ]3]
TOTAL 414TH GROUP S R D P I 2 I T 2 A 1
5L8th Night Fighter Sq 9l 2 |-} -] - 19| 2
5L9th Night Fighter Sq st -1z2]6] 1| -16] e
386th Service Group 1] -}t <) -] -127 -
Det 4th E. R. Sgquadron - - 2 - - - 2 -
TOTAL nr |17 |43 | w0 18| 3 hw | 30

# Includes 1 accident not included in July Cumulative Figures,
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TOTAL AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS BY
@  ALL HOURS FLOWN AND ORGANIZATION
MARCH THROUGH 15 AUG 1945

¢
\
[ -
Hours % of Total | Number % of Total| Accidents
UNIT Flown Hours Flown|{ Accidents| Accidents per 1000 Hrs.
45th Fighter Sq 8479 11.6 3 12,9 2.7
47th Fighter Sq 7982 10.9 28 15,7 35
78th Fighter Sq 8615 11.8 19 10,7 2.2
TOTAL 15th Group 25076 343 70 39.3 | 2.8
Headquarters * 843 1.2 - - ) . -
46th Fighter Sq 6657 9.1 21 .8 | 3.2
72nd Fighter Sq 6255 8.6 21 11,8 3.4
531st Fighter Sq 6450 8.8 17 9.6 . 2.6
TOTAL 215t Group 20205 27,7 59 33.2 2.9
$« 457th Fighter Sq | 517 7.1 7 3.9 1.4
‘ | 458th Pighter Sq 5382 704 7 3.9 1.3
- ‘ 462nd Fighter Sq | 5418 B B 5,1 1.7
TOTAL 506th Group 15971 21,9 23 12.9 1.4
413th Fighter Sq 604 .8 2 1.1 3.3
437th Fighter Sq 64 .9 2 1.1 3.1
456th Fighter Sq €95 1.0 3 1.7 43
TOTAL 414th Group 1943 2.7 7 3.9 3.6
5,8th N.F. Sq 1619 2.3 9 5.1 5.6
5,9th N.F. Sq 3606 49 6 3.4 | 1.7
363rd Service Group 593 -8 - . - -
386th Service Group 187 |- .3 2 , 1.1 10,7
| Hq & Hy Sq, VIT Ftr Comd | 781 1.0 - - ' -
Det. 4th E.R. Sq 2808 3.8 2 1.1 7
9th Radar Cal, Det. | 228 300 - - .
TOTAL -~~~ 73017 100, 178 100, 2.4
.

# 21st Fighter Group Flew as a single defachment in March. Since flying hours camnot -
be credited to individual squadrons, all hours for March are assigned to Hg, 2lst Fir
Gp, for purposes of this report. .
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TOTAL AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS BY INDIVIDUAL

INVOLVED AND INJURY SUSTAINED

MARCH THROUGH 15 AUG 1945

No, of Major | Minor ;4 % £
ORGANIZATION |Indv'l | Fatal | Injur-| Injur-| None | Indv'l |Fatal|Major | Minor | None
Invol'a ies ies Invol'd | Inj's | Inj's
15th Ftr Gp | 73 n 30 4 | 55 ] 32 34 | 3% | 18 | 33
21st Ftr Gp 63 8 3 1 38 27 25 33 61 | 23
506th Ftr Gp | 25 4 2 1 18 11 15 2 4 | 1
LUth Ftr Gp | 8 1 1 3 3 3 3 n| 1B 2
5,8th N.F. qu 25 2 - 1 22 1 6 - 4 | 13
549th N.F. Sq| 16 6 - - lw]| 7 19| - -1 6
4th E.R.S. |- 16 - - - 16 7 - - -1 10
386th Sv Gp 4 - - - 4 2 - - - 2
TOTAL 230 32 9 23 {166 | 100 100 | 100 | 100 100
TOTAL AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS BY
CAUSE AND ORGANIZATION
MARCH THROUGH IS AUG 1943
Pilot | Engine Mat'l Enemy .
ORGANIZATION Error | Failure | Fsilure | Weather | Action | Misc.|Totsl
15th Ftr Gp 29 5 28 1 2 5 70
21st Ftr Gp 22 17 1 1 1 7 59
506th Ftr Cp 6 5 9 1 1 3 23
LUth Ftr Gp 1 1 3 - - 2 7
546th N.F. Sq 2 - 1 5 - 1 9
549th I.F, Sq - 1 2 1 - 2 6
4th E.R.S. - - - - - 2 2
386th Sv Gp - 1 1 - - - 2
TOTAL 60 30 53 9 4 #22 "} 178
* 1-Prop wash', 4-Runway, 6-Fuel Shortage, 9-Unknown, l-hit by target cable, l-sea
‘ landing. . .
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 TOTAL AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS BY TYPE
OF ACCIDENT AND ORGANIZATION
MARCH THROUGH 15 AUG 1945

ORGANIZATION | LAND- | TAKE-| CRAS-] TAXI- TRUCK_OBJECT TOTAL
ING OFF HED | ING A/C in | A/C on [ Object
Alr Ground on Gr.

K2

15th Ftr Gp 35 9 13 | 10 1 2 - 70
21st Ftr Gp 17 16 | 16 i 6 1 1 2 59
506th Fto Gp | 10 4 5 - 3 - » 23
414th Ftr Gp 3 - 3 | 1 - - - 7
548th N.F. Sq | 5 - 2 2 - - -

549th N,F. Sq 2 1 3 - - - -

4th E.R.S, - - 2 - - - - 2
386th Sv Gp B 1 1 - - - - - - 2
TOTAL 73 n | % |1 | s 3 *3 '}178

#* Includes Gunnery Cable Struck in Air.

‘TOTAL AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS BY ALL HOURS FLOWN
AND TYPE AND MODEL OF AIRCRAFT INVOLVED
MARCH THROUGH I5 AUG 1945

TYPE & " HOURS % OF TOTAL NO. OF % OF TOTAL ACCIDENTS
MODEL  FLOWN RS, FLOWN | ACCIDENTS | ACCIDENTS PER 1000 HRS,
P-51 61211 83.7 153 86 2,50
P-61 5223 7.2 16 9 3,06
P47 1948 2.6 N 4 3.59
CB-24D (1) 284 4 . - -
CB-25G 50 A - RN R
B-176 1888 26 | - - 1o -
B-24J (2) 661 K] - - -
OA-104 920 1.3 2 1 2.17
Co47 801 1.1 - I BT
A-26C 3 Sl - - IR SRR
TOTAL ~ 73017 |, 100, e | 100 - | 2044

(1) cB-24p salvaged & replaced by CB-24L,. ol : KRR
(2) Includes B-24M. . N e
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TOTAL & FATAL AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS BY TYPE & MODEL
@ | o OF AIRCRAFT INVOLVED
: MARCH THROUGH 15 AUGUST 1945

TYPE & | MAR THRU JUN | JULY AUGUST TOTALS

MODEL Tot. | FAT. |TOT.| FAT.| TOT. | FAT. | TOT. | FAT.
P-51 10 | 15 §38] 4 0] 2153 | 2
P-61 12| 2§ 3} 6} 1| -} 1| 8
P47 - - - - 7 1 7 1
OA-10A b =l 21 -0 -1 - 21 -
TOTAL 17 | 17 43| 0§ 18] 3f1 | 30

TOTAL AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS BY CAUSE AND TYPE

AND MODEL. AIRCRAFT
MARCH THROUGH 15 AUGUST 1945

TYPE & | PILOT | ENGINE § MAT'L ENELY
MmEI.‘ ERROR | FAILURE | FATLURE | WEATHER | ACTION | MISC j| TOTAL
Psl | 57 | 27 W7 3 L |15 | 153
P61 2| 2 3 6 - 3 0 16
P-4L7 1 | l 3 - - 2 7
) OA-10A - - - - - 2 2
. ‘ TOTAL 60 | 30 | 53 9 L |=2 I 17

# Includes following causess 1-Prop wash, lv-Rumvay, 6~Fuel Shor-
g, l=hit by Target Cable, 9-Unknown, l-damaged in sea landing.

TOTAL AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS BY AIRCRAFT INVOL.VED
AND DAMAGE SUSTAINED

MARCH THROUGH 15 AUGUST 1945
No. of Ma jor|Minor| % 4 y 4 b4
ORGANIZATION | Acft [Tot.|Dam- {Daw- f[Acft Total(Ma jor|Minor
Invol'd|loss] age |age Invol'd}Loss |Damgd Damgd
LthFtrGp | 8 |39] 36 |16 | 43 38| 46| 55
st Ferp | 62 |3ul2s | 3 | 2| 32| 33| 1
506th Ftr Gp 25 15 7 3 ‘ 13 15 10 10
L1Ltn Ftr Gp 7 Ll 3 - 3 A Ll -
5L8th N.F. Sq| 11 51 - | 6 5 s -] a
5L9th N.F. Sq 7 3 L - 3 3 7 -
Lth E.R.S. 2 2 - - 1 2 - -
386th Sv Cp 2 Jan! - len | 2 1| -] &
TOTAL 205 103 | 13 29 100 100 | 100 | 100
(1) p-61
. (2) P-51
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TOTAL AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS BY TYPE OF
MISSION AND ORGANIZATION

MARCH THROUGH 15 AUGUST 1945

Short Alert ﬁain- Vieat~
OFCANIZATION | VLR | Range | CAP | Scra- | Test ing her | Admin {} TOTAL
mble :
15th Ftr Gp | 26 | 6 1Bl 1 g 12 - 1 i 70
st FtrGp | 26 5 W6 & 5 2 - 1 59
506th Ftr Gp | 12 - | - 5 1 1 - 23
L14th Ftr Cp 2 - 3 - 1 1 - - 7
548th NF Sq - 2 7 - - - - - 9
54,9th NF Sq - 2 2 - 1 - 1 - 6
Lth E.R.S. - - - » 2 - - - ‘ - 2
386th Sv Gp - - - - 2 - - - 2
ToTAL | 66 | 15 w| 7 {2 | 2| 2 || we

TOTAL AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS BY
TYPE OF MISSION

MARCH THROUGH 15 AUGUST 1945

MISSION ) NUMBER OF ACCLDENTS ‘ PERCENT OF TOTAL
VLR 66 37.1

SHORT RANGE 15 8.4
cap T 27.0

ALEXT SCRAMBLE 7 | 3.9

TEST . 22 ‘ 12,4
TRAINING 16 . ’ 9.0 .
WEATHER 2 , 1.1
ADMINISTRATIVE 2 ' 1.1

TOTAL 178 100




TOTAL ACCIDENTS BY TYPE OF ACCIDENT
AND TYPE AND MODEL AIRCRAFT -

MARCH THROUGH 15 AUGUST 1945

oomt | tavomne | Taks-ore | craswen 7 ms'rii,’gi?mgg Tor(TAXInG || ToTaL
. Alr | Ground | On Grnd |.

P51 | 62 29 3 5 3 #3 16 || 152

P-61 ) 2 5 - - - 2 17

P73 | - 3 - - - 1 7

OA-108| - - 2 - - - - 2

TOTAL 3 3 b 5 3 *3 19 178

# Includes Gunnery Cable struck in air,

AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS MISCELLANEOUS DATA

-MARCH THROUGH 15 AUGUST 1945

NUMPER OF PERSONNEL INVCLVED - TOTAL 230
NUMBER IN ATECRAFT A 226
NUMBER OTHERS INVOLVED - *,
NUMEER OF PARACHUTES USEM (COMBAT & ACCDT) 7
NUMEER OF PARACHUTES USED SUCCESSFULLY 63 -

(CQUBAT & ACCIDENT)

# Occupant of Jeep kdlled in accident of 17 May.
1 Member of AAA AW Bn killed in accident of 19 June.
1 Member of AAA AW Bn burned in accident of 19 June.
1 Member of MP struck and injured in accident of 2 August.




rer- J. Hoyrewss
looosrocn Vey, Cr,
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