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probably exceed the Korean
"tl, perhaps sooner if the
jtghting of the post-Tet 1969
there has been remarkabl

has d for 53% of US combat deaths and the
nees of Quang Tri and Quang Nami/ have accounted
ird of all US KIA. During 4th quarter 1968, the pro-
S combat deaths shifted south and went up in the III

Z provinces around Saigon, indicating a shift of enemy
irest to that area.

_ As of February 22, US combat deaths stood at 31,923 only 1,706 short

- Of the Korean War total of 33,629. Since US KIA has been running at 800 per
~month, the Korean War total should be exceeded by the first of May. However,
if the enemy can sustain the intensity of the early days of his post-Tet 1969

offensive, US KIA rates may double and the Korean War total would be surpassed
by April 1.

In the Junc 1968 Analysic Report, we investigated where US combat deaths
occurred in South Vietnam, using incomplete data from the GUAVA and VCITA com-
puter files. Since that time, the file on US XIA maintained by OASD (Comp-
troller) Statistical Services has become operational and we are now in a

position to make a more accurste analysis of the location of American combat
deaths in Vietnam.

Table 1 shows US KIA by CTZ for 1967 and 1968. Dur g the two year period,
53% of the US combat deaths occurred in I CTZ, 27% in ITT CTZ, 14% in II CTZ,
and 5% in IV CTZ. While the same relative ordering of the CTZ's has persisted
through most of the two year period, II CTZ took relatively more XKIA in 1967.
Moreover, the last quarter of 1968 showed a shift in emphasis to the southern
half of the country as US combat deaths increased in the III and IV CTZ pro-
vinces surrounding Saigon while declining in I and II CT2 v alf (
of the US KIA occurred in III and IV CTZ's and both (
percentages of total US KIA for the two yea i

ota ar per
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TABLE 2

MANEUVER BATTALION DEPLOYMENT
Monthly Average)

1967 1968
1968 [1st 2nd 3rd U4th 1st 2nd  3rd bLth

KIA % Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Qtr Otr Qt.rf/

49.8 674 55.7|228 535 L9 335 882 964 558 292
35.4 53.5 48.1| 20 30.6 33.6 39 51.6 55.3 58 g

US ¥ 19.2 119 9.8|177 142 90 18 171 149 -;"102' 57
3

Maneuver Bns.  20.8 2h.0 17.0 15.3| 22 19 19.6 22.6 16.6 18 '16. 17
111 cTZ
US KIA 206 26.6 339 28.0|258 216 122 229 L7 367 270 271
Maneuver Bas.  33.3 38.1 36.3 32.7( 40 3129.3 33  3535.3 35.0 39.6 |
IV CTZ ‘
US XI8 23. . 3.0... 735 46:04519 Sjosag 31:° 100" 83... sk
Maneuver Bns. 2.2 . 2z5 algi3h  3UgilE 3.3 e S 3. 3.60 4.0 6.3 ;
Countrywid&b/ P — ]
US KIA 776 - 121 - | 701 %22 690 791 1613 1570 980 682 i
Maneuver Bns. 87.5 = Shlhl - 82 84 86.6 9% 106.3 112 14 12

Source: 0SD (Comptroller) US KIA File. e
SEA Statistical Summary - Table 106, oy

a/ Uth quarter 1968 figures are tentﬁ%ve for maneuvex -
b/ CTZ data do not add to countrywide ,because the loc
the air.

‘The discrepancies are not surprisi
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: at deaths
nce, location in-country, and level of RVI‘QIAE’-‘[A)

stimates the distributions of Army and Mari
nes KIA
eﬂ, cause of casualtjesr > and (for the Marines

the main points are:

s From January 1967 through September 1968, 82% of Army and Marines
re suglgg.;ngq by Personnel i} maneuver battalions.

3. Marine KIA rates for bot :

both maneuver battalions and other forces are
528.“.1.32%%13&!,,hi@%LtLﬂe-Am-I&tss (130 vs 100 for maneuver battalicns,

16 vs 5.5 for other forces), due to the USMC locat

or equipment.

ion iff I CTZ, not-tactics - .- -

4. The KIA rate iqz-gl;.m~.mwjge_to:.mmtnammmo
L6 durigg the Tet offensive > (first quarter of 1968) compared to a Jan 1967~
Sep 195G

average of 31, and an Army rate uring the Korean War 'oi‘ L5.

2. During the first half of 1968 the highest KIA rates for both
maneuver battalion personnel and other forces were experienced in IV CTZ
(239 ana 31).

, 4

6. On the average, for each Marine KIA occurr in a VC/NVA initiated
incident, 2.0 occurred on a US operation and 15 occﬁm‘ on "a'zh'l_pa ol "

7. Approximately 50% of Army and Marine KIA result from gunshot wounds.

€ the Ockoher 1ul his persentge fell %0 ader 30,




