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Knnjhmf!enq
Story and photos by PA2 Lauren Smith, 14th Dist.
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q!`!knrs!gdqn

Bq`rg!rhsd
The search and recovery team,
along with local Vietnamese
people search the grounds of
the crash site where the HH-3E
“Jolly Green Giant” helicopter
was shot down by ground fire
in Laos June 9, 1968.



58 Coast Guard • April / May 2003 cgmag @comdt.uscg.mil
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26sg!@dqnro`bd!Qdrbtd!`mc
Qdbnudqx!Rpt`cqnm!`mc!bnmctbs
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cns!sgd!ktrg!od`jr!`mc!u`kkdxr-!!Sgd
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Qhbg`qc!Xddmc+!Rs`ee!Rfs-!Dkldq
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Hm!bntmsqx
The crash site in Laos, Vietnam.
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sgdqd!v`r!mn!bg`mbd!`mxnmd
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dhsgdq+!`mc!ghr
qdl`hmr!`qd
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Uhdsm`l-!!@kk
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gnv!sdqqhakd!hs!v`r
»@esdq!`kk!sgdrd!xd`qr+
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fqntmc!rd`qbg!enq
qdl`hmr!v`r!onrrhakd
adb`trd!ne!hmsdmrd
dmdlx!oqdrdmbd!hm!sgd
`qd`-!!
Sghqsx,entq!xd`qr

k`sdq+!adfhmmhmf!hm
Mnudladq+!1//1+!hmudr,
shf`shud!sd`lr!eqnl

Inhms!S`rj!Enqbd,Etkk!@bbntmshmf!`s!B`lo!G-L-!Rlhsg+
G`v`hh+!rds!nts!hm!01,enns,ghfg!dkdog`ms!fq`rr!sn!knnj

Knrs!L`qkhmrohjd
Personal effects such as a watchband, pocket knife, and captains
bars were found Jan. 28 at the crash site of Coast Guard Lt. Jack
Rittichier and his three crewmembers, who were killed June 9,
1968 when their HH-3E “Jolly Green Giant” helicopter was shot
down by ground fire in Laos during an attempt to rescue a downed
Marine Corps pilot. Rittichier is the only Coast Guard casualty from
the Vietnam War whose remains have not been recovered, but an
effort is under way to identify what remains were found at the site.
The search and recovery team is comprised of mostly Hawaii-
based U.S. military and Defense Department civilian specialists
including personnel from Joint Task Force-Full Accounting and the
U.S. Army's Central Identification Laboratory, Hawaii.

continued on page 61
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Knb`k!Gdko
A Laotian villager assists
the joint-service recovery
team in sorting through a
crash site to look for
remains of  Lt. Jack
Rittichier and his crew.
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enq!qdl`hmr!`s!sgd!rons!adkhdudc!sn!ad!sgd!bq`rg!rhsd+
`mc!inhms!qdbnudqx!nodq`shnmr!adf`m!hm!I`mt`qx!1//2-
ISE,E@‘r!`mc!BHKGH&r!inhms!lhrrhnmr!`qd!o`qs!ne!`m!nm,
fnhmf!deenqs!sn!oqnuhcd!sgd!etkkdrs!onrrhakd!`bbntmshmf
enq!@ldqhb`m!rdquhbd!ldladqr!rshkk!lhrrhmf!nq!tm`b,
bntmsdc,enq!`r!`!qdrtks!ne!sgd!Uhdsm`l!V`q-!!Rhmbd!hsr
hmbdoshnm!hm!0881+!Inhms!S`rj!Enqbd,Etkk!@bbntmshmf
g`r!bnmctbsdc!lnqd!sg`m!2+4//!b`rd!hmudrshf`shnmr!`mc
5//!qdbnudqx!nodq`shnmr!sg`s!g`ud!kdc!sn!sgd!qdo`sqh`,
shnm!ne!qdl`hmr!sg`s!l`x!qdk`sd!sn!`r!l`mx!`r!4//
tm`bbntmsdc,enq!@ldqhb`mr-
—Ntq!ahffdrs!fn`k!hr!sn!aqhmf!sgdrd!ftxr!gnld+“!r`hc

Rfs-!0rs!Bk`rr!I`ldr!Dkyhd+!sgd!BHKGH!sd`l!rdqfd`ms!ne
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nm!tr+!rn!vd!rgntkcm‘s!pths!nm!sgdl+“!gd!r`hc-!
Qdl`hmr!adkhdudc!sn!ad!`rrnbh`sdc!vhsg!sgd!bqdv!ne

Inkkx!Fqddm!12!`mc!`mnsgdq!hmbhcdms!hm!sgd!K`n!`qd`
qdstqmdc!sn!@ldqhb`m!rnhk!Eda-!03+!`s!`!qdo`sqh`shnm!bdq,
dlnmx!nm!Ghbj`l!@hq!Enqbd!A`rd+!G`v`hh-!!Sgdx!vdqd
sq`mronqsdc!sn!sgd!T-R-!@qlx‘r!Bdmsq`k!Hcdmshehb`shnm

K`anq`snqx+!G`v`hh!vgdqd!sgd!enqdmrhb!hcdmshehb`shnm
oqnbdrr!hr!tmcdqv`x-
—@mx!shld!vd!otkk!rnldsghmf!nts!ne!sgd!fqntmc+!vd

fds!dwbhsdc+“!r`hc!@hq!Enqbd!B`os-!Idrrd!Kdd!Rg`v+!Iq-+
sgd!BHKGH!qdbnudqx!sd`l!kd`cdq!enq!sgd!bq`rg!rhsd-!!
—Vd!ehmc!rnldsghmf!gdqd!dudqxc`x!–!annsr+!ekhfgs

rths!ohdbdr+!`!onbjds!jmhed+!b`os`hm!nq!khdtsdm`ms!q`mj
hmrhfmh`-!Hs!ld`mr!`!kns!sn!sgd!e`lhkhdr!ne!`kk!sgd!rdquhbd,
ldm!vd‘qd!knnjhmf!enq+“!gd!r`hc-
Vxohbj!v`r!dwbhsdc!`mc!rgnbjdc!sn!kd`qm!ne!sgd

`ssdlos!sn!aqhmf!gnld!qdl`hmr!eqnl!sgd!rhsd-!!—Ctqhmf
sgd!ldlnqh`k!rdquhbd+!vd!g`c!`!ahf!vqd`sg+!`mc!sn!g`ud
mn!ancx!v`r!cheehbtks+“!rgd!r`hc-!!—Hs!g`r!`kv`xr!addm
m`ffhmf!`s!sgd!a`bj!ne!lx!lhmc-“!!
—Lx!lnsgdq,hm,k`v!`kv`xr!adkhdudc!sg`s!gd!v`r!qtm,

mhmf!`qntmc!hm!sgd!enqdrs!nudq!sgdqd-!!Ats!mnv!sgdqd!hr
mn!hkktrhnm+“!rgd!r`hc-
Sgntfg!Qhsshbghdq!`mc!ghr!bqdv!chdc!enq!sgdhq!bntm,

sqx+!sgdx!chc!mns!chd!hm!u`hm+!`mc!vhkk!mns!rnnm!ad!
enqfnssdm-

Nm!sgd!ekhfgskhmd
Lt. Jack Rittichier (middle) shakes a fellow ser-
viceman’s hand. As of 1975, there were 2,585
Americans still missing and unaccounted-for in
Southeast Asia: Although the U.S. Government
has thus far been unable to obtain definitive
evidence that this number includes live
Americans still being detained against their

will, the information available precludes ruling
out that possibility. Therefore, actions to inves-
tigate live-sighting reports have and will contin-
ue to receive the highest priority. In 1973, 591
American prisoners of war were released dur-
ing “Operation Homecoming.” Not since that
time has an American — whose fate was
unknown to the United States — returned alive
from Southeast Asia.
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