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Faial is the most visited Azorean island
Shaped l i ke an i r regu l ar

pentagon, wi th an area of 67
square mi l es, the I sl and of
Faial  is one of the most charm-
ing islands of the Azores and
most visi ted by tourists, espe-
cial ly yachtsmen.

 Wi th a population of ap-
proxi matel y 15,000 peopl e,
Faial  i s a watercolor painting
featuring beauti ful  landscape
and characteristi c vi l lages.

The i sland was di scovered
during the fi rst hal f of the 15th
century, al though i t appeared
on early maps and charts wi th
the name “ I nsule of Venture.”

I t was settled around 1460.
A few years later a group of
Fl em i sh , l ed  by  n obl eman
named Josse Van H uer ter ,
set t l ed  on  i sl and. I t s mai n
town, the Ci ty of  H or ta, i s
p r obabl y  t h e Por t u g u ese
t ransl at i on  of  th i s Fl emi sh
sett ler ’s name.

Even though the number of
Por t u gu ese set t l er s w as
greater, the Flemish commu-
ni ty numbered about 1,500 by
1490.

The Spanish also occupied
the i sl and i n  1583, despi te
strong resistance by the island
defen der s w h o w er e r ei n -
forced by French troops.

Faial  al so took  an act i ve
part i n the internal  struggles
between the l i berals and ab-
sol u t i sts movements i n  the
19th century.

Unt i l  about 1860, Faial ’s
posi t i on i n the Atlant i c and
the existence of i ts shel tered
port attracted cargo boats (en-
gaged i n  the orange t rade)
and American whalers, which
stopped there for suppl ies.

The ci ty of H orta was an
important center for underwa-
ter cable l inks between N orth
Ameri ca and Europe dur i ng
the fi rst hal f of the 20th cen-
tury.

The ci ty also took part in
the pioneer period of aviation,
serving as one stop for the fi rst
transatlantic fl ight in 1919, as
wel l  as a landing si te for Pan
American di rigibles from 1939
to 1945.  A naval  base during
both wor ld wars, H orta was
also one of the ports used by

the Al l i ed fleet at the time of
i n vasi on  of  N or m an d y  i n
1944.

Today, Faial  is a develop-
ing i sland wi th an economy
based  on  ag r i cu l t u r e,  t h e
dai ry industry, fi shing, trade
and tourism.  The construction
of a marina inside the port of
H orta, wi th capaci ty for more
than 120 yachts, has contrib-
uted to the i sland’s develop-
ment as wel l .

The Ci ty of H orta, one of
the centers of the Regi onal
Government’s administration
and the seat of the Azorean
Parl iament, is also the head of
the district, which includes al l
of the i sland’s 13 parishes.

The ci ty, consi dered the
yach tsman ’s parad i se, cel -
ebrates i ts anniversary every
year  on  Ju l y  4 w i th  a f i r e
works display.

Faial  has a beauti ful  land-
scape. Caldei ra, the volcanic
cone that  domi nates the i s-
l and, features a w i de, deep
crater and a smal l  pond sur-
rounded by blue hydrangeas
and luxuriant vegetation.

Cabeço Gordo, the island’s
highest point wi th an al ti tude
of approximately 3,280 feet,
offers a magni f i cent vi ew of
Fai al , Pi co, São Jorge and
sometimes Graciosa.

FYI     FEATURE
One of the most prominent

touri st attract i ons on the i s-
lands is Ponta dos Capel inhos,
the si te of a volcanic eruption,
which occurred in 1957 and
com p l et el y  d est r oy ed  t h e
nearby vi l l age leaving hun-
dreds homel ess. The l i gh t -
h ou se of  Cap el i n h os st i l l
stands amidst the volcanic ash
that covers what used to be
fi elds and homes.

I n  addi t i on  to the si tes I
j u st  m en t i on ed , t h er e ar e
other vi l lages around the i s-
land that rate a vi si t.

Th ey  ar e Pr ai a d o
Al moxar i fe, Pedro M i guel ,
Salão, Cedros, Praia do N orte,
Capelo; Varadouro, Castelo
Branco and Fetei ra.  Sadl y,
some of these vi l lages, espe-
cial ly on the northeast side of
the i sland, were partial l y de-
stroyed by an earthquake July
9, 1998, and are sti l l  undergo-
ing recovery efforts.

The largest tourist event of
Faial  i s undoubtedly the “ Sea
Week Festival ,”  which is held
in H orta during the fi rst week
of August.

Th e f est i val  or i g i n at ed
wi th the Portsmouth, England
- H orta regatta in 1975. I t fea-
t u r es sai l i n g ,  f i sh i n g  an d
swi mmi ng compet i t i ons, as
wel l  as concerts by bands of

di fferent musical  styles.
Just l i ke the other islands,

Faial  i s also served by dai ly
fl ights originating from from
Tercei ra and São M iguel .

Round trip ai rfare between
Tercei ra and Faial  costs ap-
proximately 180 euros.

Large seagoing ferry boats
connect thi s i sland wi th the
other  i sl ands of  the central
group almost on a dai l y basis
between M ay and September.

There are also smal l  ferry-
boats that travel  dai ly between
the Port of H orta and the port
of M adalena on the I sland of
Pico several  t imes a day.

This lighthouse is the only thing left after a volcanic eruption in 1957 completely destroyed the nearby
village, Ponta dos Capelinhos, leaving hundreds homeless. (Courtesy photo)


